[The uptake of 3H-serotonin by neural elements of the rat hypothalamus in ontogeny].
Development of serotoninergic system of rat hypothalamus has been studied. The level of its maturity was measured by specific absorption of 3H-serotonin by hypothalamus of fetuses (days 16-20 of intra-uterine development), newborn (9 days after birth) and adult rats. Inhibitors of specific serotonin capture by serotoninergic neural elements (cocaine, fluoxetin and cytalopram) were used in control experiments. Specific uptake of 3H-serotonin by hypothalamus was detected on day 16 of intra-uterine development. It increased twice by day 18 and remained unchanged until birth. No statistically significant increase of 3H-serotonin uptake was detected in newborn and adult animals.